
Dr. James Smith, President

7 NSU - Northern State University
Friday, January 31, 2014
8:43 AM

      

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Joint Appropriations Committee 
Feb. 5, 2014 

Ill 



      

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE 

C U.S. News & World Report recognized Northern State University as one of the best public 
baccalaureate colleges in the Midwest for the sixth consecutive year. It also recognized NSU as one of 
the most affordable 1nstitut1ons in the country for the second year in a row. 

C NSU was ranked second in affordability among South Dakota colleges and universities offering onllne 
programs by Affordable Colleges Online . AC Online, a website that provides students with information 
about affordable higher education options, focused specifically on distance learning options from public 
and private nonprofit institutions with full accreditation. 

C NSU has been awarded a competition based Title Ill grant of $1,924,640 from the U.S. Department 
of Education to make changes to its academic advising system, with the goal of increasing retention and 
graduation rates This five-year award provides funding for six full-time academic advisors, including a 
full-time American Indian advisor. 
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The Johnson Fine Arts Center expansion and renovation will begin in May 2014. This project will help 
meet the growing needs of the School of Fine Arts. where student numbers have increased greatly. It will also 
allow the university to attract major touring companies and host statewide high school fine arts events 

Dr. Alan LaFave, dean of fine arts and professor of music/clarinet at Northern State University, was named 
2012-13 Outstanding Music Educator during the annual All-State Chorus and Orchestra event in Sioux Falls. 
LaFave previously served as director of bands at NSU from 1991 to 2006 and 1s a Northern alum. 

NSU has received initial approval and funding support from the Board of Regents to construct an academic 
greenhouse on campus. This state-of-the-art facility will enhance research opportunities and teaching 
capabilities. Equipped with the latest technology, it will draw students to campus who are interested in science
related careers. Since 2008, NSU's biology and environmental science majors have increased by 66 percent. 
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INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE 

Cl NSU's Honors Program brought stellar speakers to campus this fall as part of the NSU Common Read, 
including Jennifer Pharr Davis, who holds the record for the fastest through hike of the Appalachian Trail; 
and human rights activist and former refugee Myra Dahgaypaw. In November, about 1,000 people came 
to campus to hear best-selling author Jeannette Walls deliver the main Common Read lecture. Her 
memoir, "The Glass Castle: was the Common Read book this fall. 

Cl Students of the NSU Honors Program continue to excel. Danielle Weisz. won a student poster 
competition award in the education and pedagogy category at the National Collegiate Honors Conference 
this fall This work was her honors thesis. Fellow honors student Mike Newman embarked on a summer 
research trip to Europe , following the same trail his grandfather took during the Holocaust. His trip was 
partially funded by an NSU Undergraduate Research Grant. He plans to write an honors thesis, that may 
someday lead to a novel, about his grandfather's life. 

Cl The NSU volleyball team finished the season ranked 23rd in the final AVCA top-25 poll -
Northern's first-ever appearance in the top-25 poll. The Wolves went to the NCAA Regional Tournament 
for just the second time in school history (2006). NSU head coach Brent Aldridge was named the NSIC's 
Coach of the Year for the first time Kelsey Chambers, a sophomore special education major from 
Jordan, Minn., was also selected as an All-American in volleyball . 
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INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE 

Cl Undergraduate research continues to grow and thrive at NSU. In Feb. 2014, NSU will host rts third 
annual Undergraduate Research Forum where students display their art or present their data ln poster 
or oral presentation. Three students have recently received research awards through NSU's 
Undergraduate Competitive Research Grant program which is in its second year. 

CJ The NSU football team's season opener Sept. 7 against Wayne State was the highest-attended 
NSIC game played in 2013, as 6,132 fans attended the Wolves' 29-27 triple overtime victory. 

Cl NSU student Calley Worth was the first member of the Northern State University Rodeo Club to go to 
nationals since the club started up again in 2006. Worth and her horse, Lily, competed ln barrel racing 
at the College National Finals Rodeo - known as the "Rose Bowl" of college rodeo - in Casper, Wyo , 
June 9-15. 

Cl NSU dedicated its new International Sculpture Garden on Aug. 23. The sculpture garden 
displays five sculptures - titled "Four Elements," "Meditation," "Reminiscence," "Rendezvous" 
and "Triumph" - by acclaimed Vietnamese artist Tuan Nguyen The pieces, valued at $1 2 million, 
w,11 be on display for the next ten years due to the generosity of the Picture Art Foundation. NSU alum 
Benjamin Victor, now Northern's artist in residence , was Instrumental in bringing the Tuan sculptures to 
campus 
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INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE 

Cl NSU's efforts to recruit international students was recognized in a Wall Street Journal 
article that appeared in print in early November. Northern had almost 200 international 
students on campus from 24 countries this fall, nearly double the 13 countries represented in 
spnng 2013. 

Cl Northern's study abroad numbers have increased. In past years, the university might send 
three or four students abroad during the summer. Last summer, 60 students took advantage of 
travel abroad opportunities. That number could certainly nse again this upcoming summer, as 
NSU has four faculty-led trips planned: to England and France; Ireland; Israel, and Germany 
and the Czech Republic. 
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CENTER FOR STATEWIDE E-LEARNING 

CJ NSU E-learning focuses on delivering high-quality learning opportunities in a fiscally responsible 
way. 

CJ All AP courses are approved through the College Board Audit Process 

CJ All classes are instructor-developed and led where students engage directly with each other and 
the teacher. 

CJ NSU E-learning is outcome-based: 98 percent or student who completed the year-long courses 
passed their respective course(s) . 

CJ Student surveys report that E-Leaming teachers are very knowledgeable of their subject matter (4.55 
on 5 point scale) 
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